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by arrangement Wit]’l Dominie Pty LtCI

presents

- The B@&Uty Queen O[ Leenane -

l:’y Martin McDonagll

Season Three 2007



The Beauty Queen o{ Leenane ~  directed by Barry O'Nill

SETT[NCJ ~ TI’L@ viuage o{ Leenane, County Ga[way, Ire[ancl
THE TIME - A two month periocl in the ear[y 1990s.

Reireshmznts wiu [)e scrve(l ({uring tlle intcrva[ an({ patrons are invite(l to join t}m cast {or supper [ouowmg evening per{ormances.

Warning! The play contains occasional coarse language.
S R4 SESS)

- CAST -

WAVAGHNROIE AN v, 5 S R Betty Davis
MAUREEN FOLAN.............L....... Sharon Corbier
e DOk . ] Daniel Jackson
ERSERDOOLE Y o s e Alastair Rice

= T}le P[aywright F

Martin McDonagh was born in London in 1970 - his mother came from Killeenduff,County Sligo,and his father from Lettermullen,
County Galway. McDonagh's parents returned to live in Ireland when he was 16;he dropped out of school, made short visits to his
parents during the summer, and spent the rest of his time in England. He wrote fairy tales and radio scripts but could not sell them,
apparently watched lots of television and movies,and supposedly was bored by London theatre. During a nine month period atage
24, McDonagh wrote the drafts to seven plays, including The Beauty Queen of Leenane which he completed in eight days,and at 27 he
became the first playwright since Shakespeare to have four of his works playing simultaneously in London. In March 2006 he won
the Best Live Action Short Film Academy Award for Six Shooter which he wrote and directed. His most recent work The Pillow Man
was presented by Melbourne Theatre Companyin June this year.

- The Director -
Barry O'Neill has been involved with TBTG for the past 30 years, and has appeared inmany of our productions including Death of a Salesman, The Dresser;
Summer of The Seventeenth Doll, The Glass Menagerie, One Flew Over The Cuckoo's Nest and Educating Rita. He has also performed with several other
groups including Malvern, Mitcham,Encore, Peridot, Frankston, 1812,and is the recipient of Best Actor Lyrebird awards for Willy Loman in Death of a
Salesman (TBTG-1993), Frank in Educating Rita (TBTG-1997), Antony in Antony and Cleopatra(Mitcham-2002) and Best Supporting Actor for Aylottin A
Month Of Sundays (1812-2003). He previously directed The Real Thingand The Legend of King O'Malley with TBTG,and we are delighted to see him backin
thedirector's chair.

- Director's note -

The Beauty Queen of Leenane is the first play Martin McDonagh wrote and in my opinion his best. Whilst many critics are reluctant to recognise
McDonagh's brilliance, suggesting that he has drawn heavily from earlier Irish writers,to me thisis an outstanding work. |am thrilled to have Betty Davis
in my cast after a ten year absence from the stage;and | am also very pleased to welcome Sharon, Daniel and Alastair who make their debuts with our
Theatre Group. Itis some years since | took on the director's role and | have enjoyed the experience enormously -  trust that you will be enthralled by our
production.

Betty Davis is a TBTG life member and has been involved with most aspects of our theatre,including several years on committee. In
1962 Betty made her stage debut in Dry Rot, and is remembered for many fine award winning performances, includingMary Magdalene in
The Vigil (1965); Juliain Breakfast With Julia (1976); and Nurse Ratchet in One Flew Over The Cuckoo’s Nest(1985). In her spare time Betty isa
keen cyclistand together with husband Roy has ridden to most corners of the globe,including Galway!

- Sharon Corbier started acting when she was ten years old, and hasn't stopped since. Now a hard-working mother of three, Sharon
has more recently worked with the1812 Theatre Company. In 2006 she appeared as Rozin Henna Night which gained her four Best Actress
- Awards at festivals and in the same year she won Best Supporting Actress awards for both Lyrebirds and the VDL for her portrayal of Alicein
SnakeIn The Grass. Sharon has dedicated her performances to her Great Grandmother-‘a true Beauty Queen o f Tyrone:

Daniel Jackson also started acting when he was ten and is a long time member of Gemco Theatre Company. Daniel has taken on a

 wide variety of roles in productions including Frankenstein, The Long and Short of It, Hot Mikada Alice By The Lake,and Urbs Urbis. He has also

directed on several occasions, most recently winning a Lyrebird Best One Act Play award with The Smile and Best Youth Production for Rat
Trap. Daniel’s otherinterestsinclude his weekly breakfast radio show on 97.1FM - 3MDR.

Alastair Rice traces his love for the theatre back to his parents who produced plays in Leicestershire UK and he performed with many
_groups on the North-West of England. In recent years he has appeared in productions with ANO, Middle Park,Encore, Eitham,Heidelberg
and Sherbrooke. Earlier this year he played the role of Walter in Natural Causes with Mitcham Theatre Group, where he is also the current
president.
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